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Lee Livesay wins second-straight Bassmaster Elite 
Series title with victory with Simms at Lake Fork 

 QUITMAN, Texas  May 22, 
2022— Lee Livesay definitely 
expected to do well; he just never 
expected his second consecutive 
victory on his home waters to be 
fueled by a “junk” spot. 
 But that’s exactly what hap-
pened, as the Longview, Texas, 
pro turned in a four-day total of 
113 pounds, 11 ounces to win the 
Simms Bassmaster Elite at Lake 
Fork. 
 Livesay caught 32 pounds on 
Day 1 and finished just 5 ounces 
out of the top spot. A second-
round limit of 28-10 then gave 
him the lead with a 4-pound mar-
gin over Brandon Palaniuk of 
Rathdrum, Idaho. 
 Livesay added 27-5 on Semi-
final Saturday and entered 
Championship Sunday with a 3 
1/2-pound advantage over Pala-
niuk. Then his final limit of 25-
12 sealed the victory and pushed 
him past Palaniuk and Gerald 
Swindle of Guntersville, Ala. — 
both with 102-2 — by a margin 
of 11-9. 
 Ties are broken by the heaviest 
single-day weight. Palaniuk’s 
30-1 limit on Day 2 topped 
Swindle’s Day 1 limit of 29-7. 
 “This week is the most stressful 
week ever for me because I want 
to do good for every single per-
son in this crowd that supports 
me — friends, family, sponsors, 
everybody,” Livesay said. “This 
place is special to a lot of people, 
but it’s special to me because it’s 
home. 
 “It’s hard to win on your home 
lake, but I’m a very blessed 
man.” 
  It marked the third Elite title for 
Livesay, who won at Lake Fork 
in 2021 and Chickamauga Lake 
in 2020. In addition to the 
$100,000 first-place prize, Live-
say claimed his second Century 
Club belt for breaking 100 
pounds in a four-day event. His 
first was for last year’s Lake 
Fork winning total of 112-5. 
 Despite intimate Lake Fork 
knowledge earned through a life-
time of fishing and several years 
of guiding, Livesay lamented a 

Lee Livesay of Longview, Texas, has won the 2022 Simms Bassmaster Elite at Lake Fork 
with a four-day total of 113 pounds, 11 ounces. (Photo by Seigo Saito/B.A.S.S.) 

Livesay is thankful he found it. 
 “I only went looking (for new 
spots) because the first day of 
practice there was another tour-
nament here and I didn’t want to 
be seen on anything good. I just 

went looking at junk and junk 
turned into 100 grand.” 
  Livesay anchored his final limit 
with an 8-3 at 2:38 p.m. He 
caught most of his Day 4 bass on 
a 3/4-ounce 6th Sense Divine 
Hybrid Jig with a Netbait Paca 
Craw and a Hog Farmer Mag-
num Shaky Head with a Netbait 
C-Mac worm. His biggest fish 
ate a 5-inch 6th Sense Flutter 
Spoon. 
  He became the 14th angler with 
three Elite wins and the fourth to 

win Elite events in three consec-
utive seasons. Livesay, 36, is also 
the second youngest (behind Pa-
laniuk) to reach his third Elite 
title. 
  It all happened for the Texas pro 
less than a month after he won his 
first St. Croix Bassmaster Open 
presented by Mossy Oak Fishing 
at Ross Barnett on April 30. 
 Palaniuk, who turned in daily 
weights of 26-9, 30-1, 27-13 and 
17-11, earned his first Century 
Club belt. Spending his tourna-
ment on two main spots in the 
lake’s lower basin, he targeted 
shallow points in 10 to 25 feet. 
The less-obvious spots were his 
preference. 
  “These were places that I some-
how managed to have to myself 
that didn’t have any pressure,” 
Palaniuk said. “I think that al-
lowed those fish to set up and 
stay there. They weren’t con-
stantly getting beat on, so I could 
kind of cycle back and forth and 
get those bites.” 
  Palaniuk caught most of his fish 
on a Rapala DT-16 and a flutter 
spoon. 
  Swindle, who added a Century 

tough tournament. The lake is 
down 5 1/2 feet for dam repairs, 
so many of the spots he fished 
last year were inaccessible, if not 
high and dry. 
 With several of his fishable areas 
failing to impress, Livesay turned 
to an unlikely option that ended 
up producing much of his 
weight. Located on the west side 
of the Lake Fork Creek arm, 
Livesay’s main target comprised 
a 40-foot by 40-foot high spot 
reaching into nearby timber in 
about 13 to 17 feet of water. 
  Devoid of cover, the spot had a 
hard bottom where large gizzard 
shad were congregating. Big bass 
would periodically pull up to 
feed and when they did, Livesay 
could expect aggressive bites. 
  “I caught every fish today and 
every one but one yesterday on a 
spot I found in practice that I 
never looked at in my life,” Live-
say said. “I’ve covered every 
piece of water on this lake a mil-
lion times over and that’s what’s 
crazy. I didn’t catch anything 
where I normally do.” 
 Locating this spot was more by 
default than intent. Nevertheless, 

Jonathan Semento declares victory in Toyota Series 
presented by A.R.E. on the Harris Chain of Lakes 
 LEESBURG, Fla., May 22, 
2022 – Despite only weighing in 
four bass totaling 9 pounds, 15 
ounces that had him buried in 
119th place after Day 1, pro an-
gler Jonathan Semento of Oka-
humpka, Florida, rallied on the 
final two days – including a 25-
pound, 3-ounce final-day limit – 
to win the Toyota Series Pre-
sented by A.R.E. at the Harris 
Chain of Lakes and win the top 
payout of $80,500, including the 
lucrative $35,000 Phoenix MLF 
Contingency Bonus. Semento’s 
three-day total of 14 bass weigh-
ing 60-1 earned him the victory 
by a 3-pound, 12-ounce margin 
over second place pro Andrew 
Ready of Auburndale, Florida, 

Jonathan Semento shows off championship trophy as evidence of his victory in Toyota 
Series on the Harris Chain of Lakes. (Photo/Courtesy: Toyota Series)

“I caught every fish today 
and every one but one yester-
day on a spot I found in prac-
tice that I never looked at in 
my life,” Livesay said. “I’ve 
covered every piece of water 
on this lake a million times 
over and that’s what’s crazy. I 
didn’t catch anything where I 
normally do.”  

Club entry to the one he earned 
on California’s Clear Lake in 
2007, turned in daily limits of 
29-7, 22-5, 29-2 and 21-4. 
  For much of the tournament, 
Swindle caught his fish by work-
ing a Zoom Magnum Trick 
Worm on a 3/4-ounce shaky 
head amid trees in the Lake Fork 
Creek arm. When that bite fiz-
zled on Day 4, he transitioned to 
flipping a 1/2-ounce Boss jig 
with a Zoom Z-Craw trailer. 
  
Swindle had earlier noticed 
bream rising to eat bass fry next 
to timber, so he tipped the trailer 
in chartreuse dye to match the 
panfish tails. After catching a 
limit this way, he upgraded with 
two bass — one a 6-13 — by 
fishing a big worm over a bream 
bed. 
  
Late in the day, Swindle was 
stuck at 99 pounds, 15 ounces 
when he stopped on a dock en 
route to the weigh-in. With about 
12 minutes left, he swam the 
Boss jig down the dock peri-
meter and caught a 4-pounder 
that pushed him over 100. 
  “That was the only jig that I had 
in my hand so I just threw it over 
there and started swimming it,” 
he said. “I was running by that 
dock and my gut was telling me 
‘Do it, do it, do it,’ so I turned 
around and went back to it. If 
nothing else, it’s a reinforcement 
to always trust my gut.” 
 Marc Frazier of Newnan, Ga., 
won the $1,000 Phoenix Boats 
Big Bass award with the 8-12 
largemouth he caught Sunday. 
 Florida pro Cliff Prince won the 
$2,000 VMC Monster Bag 
award with his 32-5 limit from 
Day 1. 
 
Josh Stracner of Vandiver, Ala., 
took home an additional $3,000 
for being the highest-placing en-
trant in the Toyota Bonus Bucks 
program, while Todd Auten of 
Lake Wylie, S.C., also earned 
$2,000 for being the second-
highest placing entrant. 

who caught 15 bass weighing 56-
5 to finish second and earn 
$17,000. 
The three-day bass fishing tour-
nament, hosted by Visit Lake 
County, was the third and final 
event of the regular season for 
the Toyota Series Southern Divi-
sion. 
“It feels great to come back from 
so far and win like this,” Semento 
told MLF reporter Rob Newell. 
“I was pretty frustrated that first 
day. But I knew those big fish 
were offshore and I just needed 

to relocate them. On the second 
day, I moved around a lot more 
and found them about 200 yards 
from where I caught them two 
weeks ago. 
“What made it possible to relo-
cate them was the fact that I had 
the whole lake to myself,” he 
added. “If 80 boats went over 
there every day, I wouldn’t have 
been able to hop around and fish 
as freely. Having no pressure 
over there was definitely a big 
key.” 
The lake that Semento fished in 
was Lake Griffin, which was 
avoided by many tournament 
competitors after recent hydrilla 
spraying, algae blooms and rising 
water temperatures had colored 
the water into a hue that resem-
bled pea soup. Despite the 
tougher conditions, Semento, a 
resident of nearby Okahumpka, 
had placed second in a local tour-
nament after fishing in Griffin a 
couple of weeks ago and decided 
that he was going to stick with 
the lake for this event. 

Semento’s key area in Lake Grif-
fin was a 100-yard stretch of 
clumpy eelgrass in 4 to 6 feet of 
water. To do his work, Semento 
utilized two ChatterBaits: one 
was a 3/8-ounce golden shiner 
color for shallower 4-foot 
clumps and the other was a ½-
ounce chartreuse and white 
model for deeper clumps in 6 
feet. He trailed both with Yama-
moto Zako trailers in matching 
colors to the ChatterBaits. He 
fished both on 15-pound-test P-
Line. 
“Sometimes with tournament 
fishing, it just comes down to 
being stubborn enough until it 
pays off,” Semento said. “Some 
people might think I was crazy to 
go right back over to Griffin after 
catching 9 pounds there the first 
day. But this fishing game can 
get personal, and it comes down 
to knowing you are doing the 
right thing even when your 
weigh-in ticket doesn’t reflect it 
the first day. I knew in my heart 
what lived there and I was deter-

mined to prove it.” 
The top 10 pros on the Harris 
Chain of Lakes finished: 
1st: Jonathan Semento, Oka-
humpka, Fla., 14 bass, 60-1, 
$80,500 
2nd: Andrew Ready, Auburn-
dale, Fla., 15 bass, 56-5, $17,000 
3rd: Flint Davis, Leesburg, Ga., 
15 bass, 53-10, $12,750 
4th: Austin Baskette, Leesburg, 
Fla., 15 bass, 53-1, $10,750 
5th: Kennie Steverson, Umatilla, 
Fla., 15 bass, 52-7, $9,750 
6th: Eric Conant, Lakeland, Fla., 
15 bass, 52-4, $8,375 
7th: Mike Surman, Boca Raton, 
Fla., 15 bass, 51-10, $7,300 
8th: Dustin Smith, Grand Island, 
Fla., 15 bass, 51-2, $6,300 
9th: Val Osinski, Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla., 15 bass, 50-9, $5,300 
10th: Ben McCann, Bradenton, 
Fla., 15 bass, 49-6, $4,200 
Complete results can be found at 
MajorLeagueFishing.com. 
Pro Nolan Gaskin of Broussard, 
Louisiana, won the $500 Day 1 
Berkley Big Bass award in the 

AAA activates 
‘Tow and Go’ for 

Memorial Holiday 
Weekend 

NASHVILLE, TN., (May 23, 
2022) — AAA will be working 
to keep impaired drivers off the 
road for Memorial Day weekend. 
The Auto Club Group is reacti-
vating its Tow to Go program for 
the holiday period, providing 
safe transportation for impaired 
drivers and their vehicles. 
•Tow to Go is active from 6pm 
Friday, May 27th – 6am Tuesday, 
May 31st 
•It’s available in selects states/lo-
cations (see below) 
•Should be treated as a last resort 
AAA Tow to Go has removed 
more than 25,000 impaired driv-
ers from the road. When called, a 
tow truck transports the would-
be impaired driver and their ve-
hicle to a safe location within a 
10 mile radius. The service is 
free, yet AAA asks that it be 
treated as a backup plan. 
Approximately one-third of all 
traffic crash fatalities in the 
United States involve drunk driv-
ers. According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration, 28 people in the United 
States die in drunk-driving 
crashes every day – that’s one 
person every 52 minutes. 
“Driving impaired is not worth 
the risk. It endangers you and the 
lives of everyone else on the 
roadway,” said Megan Cooper, 
spokeswoman for AAA – The 
Auto Club Group. “AAA urges 
people to identify a safe ride 
home before they party, but know 
that Tow to Go is available as a 
last resort.” 
  
      Tow to Go Service Areas

Phone Number 
 
 FL, IA, MI, ND, NE, TN, WI, 
CO (Denver), NC (Charlotte), IN 
(Fort Wayne/South Bend), and 
Georgia (excluding Savannah)
(855) 2-TOW-2-GO or (855) 
286-9246 
  
TOW TO GO GUIDELINES 
•Provided from 6pm Friday, May 
27th – 6am Tuesday, May 31st. 
•Free and available to AAA 
members and non-members. 
•Confidential local ride for one 
person and their vehicle to a safe 
location within a 10 mile radius. 
•AAA service vehicles are limit-
ing passengers to one (1) per ve-
hicle, in accordance with 
established COVID-19 safety 
protocols.  Additional passengers 
need to make other arrange-
ments. 
•Appointments cannot be sched-
uled in advance to use Tow to 
Go. It is designed as a safety net 
for those that did not plan ahead. 
Always choose a designated 
driver before celebrating. 
•In some situations, AAA may 
need to make other arrangements 
to get an impaired individual a 
safe ride home. 
•Tow to Go may not be available 
in rural areas or during severe 
weather conditions. 
 
 The Auto Club Group (ACG) is 
the second largest AAA club in 
North America with more than 
13 million members across 14 
U.S. states, the province of Que-
bec and two U.S. territories. 
ACG and its affiliates provide 
members with roadside assis-
tance, insurance products, bank-
ing and financial services, travel 
offerings and more. ACG be-
longs to the national AAA feder-
ation with more than 62 million 
members in the United States and 
Canada. AAA’s mission is to pro-
tect and advance freedom of mo-
bility and improve traffic safety. 
For more information, get the 
AAA Mobile app, visit 
AAA.com, and follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. 

Tennesseans can call 
(855) 2-TOW-2-GO  

for a safe ride 

 
 Remember those who gave their lives for your freedom on this Memorial Day.

“It feels great to come back 
from so far and win like this,” 
Semento told MLF reporter 
Rob Newell. “I was pretty 
frustrated that first day. But I 
knew those big fish were off-
shore and I just needed to re-
locate them. On the second 
day, I moved around a lot 
more and found them about 
200 yards from where I 
caught them two weeks ago. 

pro division Thursday with a 
largemouth weighing 8 pounds, 3 
ounces. Grant Valkaria, Florida’s 
Jonathan Mickler earned Friday’s 
$500 Berkley Big Bass award 
with a 9-pound, 5-ounce kicker. 
Semento took home an extra 
$35,000 as the highest finishing 
Phoenix MLF Bonus member. 
Boaters are eligible to win up to 
an extra $35,000 per event in 
each Toyota Series tournament if 
all requirements are met. More 
information on the Phoenix MLF 
Bonus contingency program can 
be found at 
PhoenixBassBoats.com. 
Nate Bloom of Winter Springs, 
Florida, won the Strike King Co-
angler Division Saturday with a 
three-day total of 15 bass weigh-
ing 37 pounds, 10 ounces. Bloom 
took home the top prize package 
of a new Phoenix 518 Pro bass 
boat with a 115-horsepower Mer-
cury outboard motor. 
The top 10 Strike King co-an-
glers on the Harris Chain of 
Lakes finished: 
1st: Nate Bloom, Winter Springs, 
Fla., 15 bass, 37-10, Phoenix 518 
Pro boat w/115-hp Mercury out-
board 
2nd: Mason Chapman, Lenexa, 
Kan., 15 bass, 37-7, $5,375 
3rd: William Lewis, Jacksonville, 
Fla., 15 bass, 36-7, $4,300 
4th: Billy Schwach, Summer-
ville, S.C., 15 bass, 36-2, $3,650 
5th: Shane Zelazo, Pollocksville, 
N.C., 15 bass, 36-0, $3,150 
 
For complete details and updated 
information visit MajorLeague-
Fishing.com. 


